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Editorial 


On another page will be found preliminary notes with regard to the Annual Conference of the 
Library Association at Liverpool. We have before us at the time of writing only an outline of 
the programme, but we hope to foreshadow in the May Number further features of the June 
Meeting, and to publish articles on the Literary Associations and Libraries of Liverpool. 


* * *x a * + 


For some time past a society known as the Free Library Movement has been working in 
New South Wales to secure the adoption of a public libraries scheme similar to that in America 
and the Home Country. This was headed by Mr. Remington as chairman and Mr. Brain as 
honorary secretary, and their efforts by pen, press, public meeting and deputation have been 
indefatigable. They persuaded the Minister of Education to appoint a committee of enquiry, 
and w ith the beginning of 1940 a library system which will extend to the whole state will come 
into force, with substantial Government grants to supplement local enterprise. It is perhaps 
not surprising that the new movement leans out towards American ideas, because the Carnegie 
Corporation has sent several Australian librarians to study libraries in America. The N.S.W. 
movement will begin with the founding of a library school for training staffs, and if British 
library assistants were on the spot they might have their opportunities, because from what we 
hear the salaries are not likely to be large enough to draw our American colleagues. We 
shall watch the movement with great sympathy and interest. 


* * * * * * 


The question of the relative number of men and women employed in public libraries 
often raises itself. In an interesting 15-cent pamphlet, issued by the United States Department 
of the Interior, entitled Professional Library Education, a pittorial-statistical illustration shows 
that in 1920 there were 1,500 men in the profession and 13,000 women, and in 1930 the men 
had increased to 2,500 and the women to 27,000! In 1930, indeed, there were 24 librarians 
to every 100,000 of the population. The numbers are remarkable from every point of view. It 
might be shown, in our relatively smaller area, that we had increases on a scale proportional 
to the American, and it would be interesting to see how far the sex comparison applied. Ata 
guess we hazard that whereas in 1920 about one-third of British library workers were women 
they are nearer two-thirds to-day. 


~ ~ » * * » 


Libraries continue to make small impression on some types of author. The latest 
inadequacy in an otherwise quite good little volume in Nelson’s Discussion Books, The 
Councillor, which has just appeared. Here after extensive chapters on Health, Education, 
Finance, etc., Libraries, Museums and Art Galleries are lumped together in two paragraphs 
containing about three hundred words, from which the salient sentences may be quoted : 

rhe tendency y of the present day is to link the public library to the schools, and to a eavour 
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to foster a habit of reading and borrowing books among the younger generation, while the 
librarian is encouraged to provide those books which will have most value for purposes of 
reference for older scholars and for students. It is probably in this direétion that the greatest 
utility of public libraries will be found, the business of purveying fiction being left to private 
enterprise. In some places the purveying of fiction, and of some kinds of scientific works, has 
given rise to unnecessary difficulties through attempts on the part of library committees to 
establish a censorship over works of which they disapprove.” We regard this sort of inadequate 
Statement as most unfortunate in so popular a series, and we only hope that the rest of the book 
is not so useless as this part is. We understand that Mr. Jast is contributing a volume to these 
Discussion Books on the Public Library, which should certainly be an antidote to this stuff. 


* * * * « * 


Librarians continue to be perturbed by the war-atmosphere and their concern is justified. 
It will be seen that the country divides naturally into evacuation and receiving areas. The 
time may come when libraries in dangerous areas must send books and Staff to the places 
where their readers are sent. This especially applies to children’s libraries. This is not a 
imple matter; nor is the whole question quite so simple. Can our people be evacuated 
against their will? We are not sure, but we do know that many will refuse to let their children 
vo. There is, as we showed earlier, the danger that library work will be seriously curtailed, 
and this will be difficult to resist. Experience proved that libraries were wanted in wartime to 
provide for thousands a refuge from the stress of the times. We hope every librarian will 
work out some scheme, but also that the Library Association will give us a lead in this 
difficult matter. 

* * * * * * 


Some personal notes will interest our readers. Miss Kate Pierce retires in April from the 
librarianship of Kettering. She has been one of the pioneer women in library work, proving 
the worth of the woman librarian in days when it was as yet unproven. Her services to 
Kettering, to the Library Association as a member of the Council for years, and as President 
ind holder of other offices in the North Midland Library Association have been signal, and 
many good wishes accompany her as she leaves her post. His friends will be pleased to hear 
that the University of Bristol is to bestow the honorary degree of Master of Arts upon the 
City Librarian, Mr. James Ross. Here, again, is an honour which does honour not only to 
the recipient and to our profession but also, we would dare to say, to the wisdom and perception 


of the University itself. 


* x * * * * 


it would almost seem that a campaign to tell educationists that there are such things as 
libraries is necessary. Recently Messrs. Macmillan have published an excellent book, edited 
by J. L. Cohen and R. M. W. Travers, called Educating for Democracy. \t is the work of a strong 
committee and deals with all the more general phases of mental, spiritual and physical training, 
but nowhere does it recognize the part that libraries play in work or in leisure. Such blindness 
to the obvious is so remarkable that those of us, who know that at least one-fourth of the 


community uses a library regularly and that such a statement could probably not be made of 


any other cultural institution in a democracy, feel that possibly a new view of libraries must 
be taken. It is possible that the educationists are so obsessed with formal education as ex- 
pressed in the school, university and direét lecture, that they do not realize that there is any 
activity in libraries. They possibly “ assume ” the provision of libraries. Writers will even 
get their material from a library with the assistance of a professional librarian, who has 
laboriously got what they use together for them, and yet will make no recognition anywhere 
of that without which their work could not have existed. For men to speak generally of 
education for democracy and to omit public and other libraries, is simply to show that they 
cannot even see the question. The book is all the more remarkable in that the preface is dated 
from University College, London, where of course the School of Librarianship is working 


under the very eyes ot the editors. 
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Conference Announcements 


CONFERENCE questions naturally occupy a large space in the thoughts of librarians at this 
time of year. As we write it seems somewhat ironical to think of the attractions of leaving 
our libraries even to discuss libraries, because the weather of this alleged Spring has only been 
equalled by the squalor of the international scene ; but, as in the Spring changes may come 
without warning for the better, so we hope it will be in the affairs of men. In present conditions, 
however, let us plan for Liverpool ; and we must do it quickly. As we prophesied might be 
the case the demands on hotel accommodation have been rather too great, and some of our 
readers complain that they are being charged fifteen shillings for a single room for a night, 
without any meals. It is difficult to believe that the charge has any relation to the services 
given and received ; but it does help once again the main complaint against conferences—that 
they cost too much. The faét is that great commercial cities, desirable as they are from the 
library-publicity point of view, are equipped mainly for business which they can rely upon to 
be regular ; they have not much room, and we believe no particular desire, for conferences. 
This, perhaps, is going too far with genial, gentlemanly Liverpool, but as a general principle 
it holds that the only place that can accommodate a great conference such as ours is some sort 
of health resort whose business is to receive and cater for visitors on the large scale. The 
sneer in one of the national reports that people would not attend conferences in such towns 
as Wigan was meant to deprecate the social character of some conferences ; it was not practical 
in its implications. . ‘ . _ . ‘ 

\lready a good deal has been written about the conference programme. The Presidential 
address, in the hands of Mr. Arundell Esdaile, should be of a fine literary flavour, and Mr. 
Esdaile has the presence that should make it impressive. Judging by the utterances of his already 
available this year, he is in excellent form. It has transpired that the University of Liverpool 
will confer upon him a Doétorate, in May, and librarians everywhere will rejoice in this tribute 
to scholarship and librarianship combined. The programme runs on general lines ; but has 
perhaps rather a more bookish charaéter than usual, and that is all to the good. Some there 
are who want literature itself discussed at meetings of librarians ; and this would be delightful 
to most of us, but we can scarcely expect library authorities to send us to consider the 
qualities of T. S. Eliot, W. H. Auden or even of Shakespeare. For, after all, these are 
subjects for university extension courses, with which librarians can be in contaét without 
going to Portsmouth, Liverpool or (next year) Eastbourne for them. There are the makings 
of a really vital discussion in the papers by ‘ the two Smiths ”—i.e., Messrs. R. D. Hilton 
Smith and F. Seymour Smith, a happy conjunétion—on the question of book-seleétion. We 
should like to see some development of the study of the reading habit on the lines of Dr. 
Waples, modified to suit British conditions. It is clearly out of the question for us to discuss 
all the lights and shades of the draft programme, but in all the circumStances it is a good one. 

« * * * * + 

\s may be inferred from the honour it does to Mr. Esdaile, the University is combining 
with the City in our entertainment at Liverpool. Both city and university have libraries 
which are eminently interesting. In some direétions the City Libraries have been pioneers 
from the days when the large-minded big-voiced bluff Peter Cowell was their head and was 
also a voice in Library Association counsels, through the long developmental regime of 
G. T. Shaw, who, if not a great librarian, was a distinétive personality, down to the very able 
and genial City Librarian of to-day, whose new branch libraries are delightful. Then the 
University has the new Cohen Library, with a new and devoted librarian, Mr. K. Povey, and 
there are many features of interest in it. The social events are promising, and if the speeches 
at the Annual Dinner are as good as they promise to be it will be well worth while. Opportunity 
will no doubt be taken to visit the new library at Birkenhead and the somewhat older one at 
Wallasey—not a negligible place because it has had as chief librarians, Dr. E. A. Baker, Mr. 
FE. A. Savage, Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers and Mr. William Wilson, and again has several 
things of interest for us. And there is always the remarkable panorama of the Mersey, with its 
buildings, great docks, giant liners and the movement and colour of a city which is a pathway 
to the ends of all the earth. 
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Selection of Current Imaginative Literature 
in Foreign Languages 
l1l.—SOME FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS AND A PLAN. 


By DouG.as E. Coutr (Deputy Librarian, Fulham Public Libraries). 


Born Mr. Seymour Smith and Mr. Rebentisch are to be thanked for their contributions to 
this question, though Mr. Smith will, | trust, forgive me if I say at the outset that he has 
‘ got me wrong.” | may have been at fault in not defining “ current ” literature more closely, 
but in stating the problem | intended it to be clear that | was not really concerned with filling 
up gaps in basic stock. This was not due to any false ideas about the calibre of the basic 
stocks of the libraries with which I am acquainted, but as Mr. Smith shews, there are generally 
adequate guides for this purpose. | would merely repeat one sentence from my introductory 
article ; ‘* For those libraries which have made good the gaps in their basic stocks, the need 
for guidance in selecting new books suitable for addition is a vital one.” | have assumed a 
knowledge of sources of foreign literature, say, up to about 1930, and so as not to digress 
from the main problem | shall merely re-affirm that the problem is one of selecting new books. 

It would be superfluous for me to repeat the various sources that Mr. Smith and Mr. 
Rebentisch mention, but of these, Books Abroad appears to be less well-known than it might 
be, and there is one new trade guide which, if maintained, will simplify the task of selecting 
new French books. This is published by Harrods and the first issue is dated March, 1939. 
It lists a selection of the leading new books, accompanied by extracts from reviews (mostly 
from Les Nouvelles Littéraire), and these are followed by short classified buying lists. 

Mr. Smith’s article is important in many ways, but it raises some side issues, and the 
sources he mentions appear to me to refute his contention that “ the problem, solely as a 
bibliographical problem, does not exist.” The problem for English librarians, in my opinion, 
not merely exists, but is very much alive. Mr. Smith advances the view that the real problem 
is one of Staff. Fundamentally this is probably so, but it is not the immediate problem. | agree 
unreservedly with his suggestions for more intensive language studies for assistants, for a 
post diploma course in languages, and especially for a travelling scholarship scheme. 
\ttention to these things is long overdue. But there is a more urgent need, and we have to 
face realities first. 

| do not believe that in the majority of small and medium sized libraries there are 
sufficient assistants who “ take a lively interest in foreign literature and read books in a 
foreign language as regularly as they read English books.” If there were, | cannot believe 
that the general standard of foreign book provision could be as poor as it seems to be. 
Moreover, Mr. Smith will be the first to appreciate that the effect of such a scheme for more 
intensive study of foreign languages by assistants will be very slow in revealing itself. This 
brings me back to my original contention that the immediate problem is a bibliographical 
one, and that we do need a suitable guide published in this country for British libraries. 

Taking all these considerations into account and proceeding on the above assumption, 
we should look for the following features in such a guide : 

(1) It should be published periodically if the selection is to be kept up to date. For 
the four main European languages publication should be at not less than quarterly intervals : 
tor other languages, say, every six months. 

(2) The seleétions must be reliable and authoritative, and it is desirable that each book 
shall be accompanied by a short synopsis of the story, an appraisal of its suitability and Style, 
and details of publisher and price. Bare trade lists of authors and titles are of no value for 
seleétion 

(3) The choice within each language should, as Mr. Rebentisch shews, be reasonably 
varied. If the guide is to be useful to the larger libraries it should aim at including not less 
than thirty titles in each main language each quarter, though in order to make it equally 
valuable to the smaller libraries a system of asterisking the best ten or twelve calli be 
desirable. 
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Two methods for achieving this suggest themselves and may be outlined briefly. The 
first is that the L.A. Council should be asked to form a panel of seleétors, under a general 
editor, willing to undertake to produce regular lists on the lines of the ASLIB Book/ist or 
Recommended Books. This would require a certain financial backing, but here is ground which 
the L.A. has not broken, and it might perhaps lead to the establishment of a standing com- 
mittee on international relations with foreign libraries and the ultimate development of a 
really co-operative scheme. But while | feel that this idea is probably the more methodical, 
the following alternative has the merit of being simpler, less costly, and capable of being 
put into operation at once. 

It is that the L.A. shall invite an eminent foreign librarian in each country to contribute 
regularly to the official journal an article on the outstanding publications in his country 
during the preceding three months. Such articles might well commence informally, in the 
style of, say, “A letter from France,” etc. There is nothing very original in this suggestion 
since in principle one or two librarians have done this individually for some time. What 
[ am suggesting is an extension of the idea in order to make the results available to all. The 
Library Association surveyors who visited the foreign countries would no doubt be able 
to make the initial contaéts, and there would be advantages in having the selections made 
by practising librarians. (One English librarian, | know, is sending abroad at intervals a list 
of the best recent English novels). If after a time the series proved to be successful it might 
be possible to adapt it in order to print the entries in the Library Association Record in the 
same way as “ The Literature of Librarianship ” and ‘* Current Government Publications,” 
so that off-prints were available for cutting up and mounting on cards. 

It is perhaps early to discuss ultimate details, for it appears to me more necessary to give 
proper ventilation to an urgent problem, which, however, is capable of immediate solution, 
and | put forward these ideas in the hope that they may bear fruit. 

In my first article | mentioned the different problem that confronts us in the supply ot 
books in the minor languages, such as Russian, Hebrew, modern Greek, etc. The demand 
for such books is sporadic, except in a few localities, and the problem is not one which lends 
itself to solution by the suggestion I have just made. And since to discuss it here might have 
the effeét of confusing the main issue before us, it is better left to some later date in another 


article. 


Foreign Literature in the Public Library— 
Our Readers 


By E. R. McCo.vin (Librarian, The Polytechnic Library, W.1). 


Pope tells us that ‘* the proper study of mankind is man,” and | think few of us would disagrec 
with him. If any reader of Ie Library Wor/d should be inclined to differ, asserting that books 
are the first Study of the librarian, | would reply, no not books alone but books in relation to 
our readers and our readers in relation to our books. It is one of the first principles of book 
selection that to secure the fullest use of a library or any particular seétion of it, some study 
of the requirements of the special public of that library, their tastes, occupations, ages, 
and educational and intellectual interests is necessary. This has been aéted upon in a general 
way by librarians for a long time, /.e., every public library thinks of supplying books treating 
with its local industries, but on the study of readers’ potential requirements in greater detail 
there is yet much work to be done. An instance of this is the supply of books in foreign 
languages in public libraries. This is a subjeét which needs fresh consideration and I am glad 
to see it discussed in Je Library W orld. 

Every librarian has his readers or would-be readers of foreign literature (as an instance 
of the latter ] would mention a lady in a lonely country village who said, ‘‘ Our county library 
has no books in Italian nor is going to get any,” whom I was able to assist), but few have had, 
| think, such a steady demand for such literature as The Polytechnic Library. Because of this 
our Stock is a good one—we would be able to supply some of Mr. Wilks’s /acunae—and I think 
that our lists of books in foreign languages may have been of use to some other librarians, 
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To come to a consideration of some different types of readers who are interested in 
foreign literature, | would place firstly for the English librarian the student. The English 
Student will generally be learning French, German, Spanish or Italian in this order ot 
popularity. Following these four main languages are the students of Dutch, Russian, Swedish, 
Norwegian and Danish. Of these five the greatest demand will be for books in Dutch and 
Russian. Every student should—I will indeed say must—purchase his own grammar book 
and his own dictionary, even if it is only a small one, but the library should possess on its 
reference shelves good standard grammars as well as the dictionaries more generally available. 
To give an example, | wonder how many libraries have Otto Jespersen’s “Modern English 
Grammar ” (4 v.) ? Our diétionaries need overhauling, too. Most libraries have the well 
known standard works, but how many have such inexpensive and yet very useful books as 
Maquet’s “Dictionnaire Analogique,” or Becker and Mora’s “Spanish Idioms”. Commencing 
his or her reading ina foreign language the student will require some quite simple books, such 
as Heath’s Modern Language Series, to give one example. Again, we would not expect the 
foreign student of English immediately to appreciate Henry James, yet too often the English 
librarian expeéts the Englishman studying French to jump at Marcel Proust and Andre Gide. 
This is, | think, because we have formed our colleétions on too limited a basis, thinking that 
a few of the better known classics and a few outstanding living names form a good general 
Stock. Any stock to appeal to all our readers must range in literary quality and also in difficulty 
of manner of writing. In forming our colleétions do not let us forget to include some 
‘simple ” stories. Many students have greatly improved their German vocabularies and 
revived pleasant boyhood memories by reading Mader. It would be an assistance if in 
arranging the books on the shelves a shelf or shelves could be given to books suitable for 
those with a very elementary knowledge of the language. Another point of interest to 
Students more particularly than to other readers of foreign literature is the time allowed 
for reading a book. It takes a person much longer to read a book in other than his native 
tongue, and also, as the reading is a form of ‘ swot,” to use a slang term, and the person 
will wish to be reading an English book or books concurrently, | think a reader should be 
allowed a longer term to read foreign books, say three or four weeks instead of the usual 
14 days, and this without the formality of renewing them. 


The second important group of potential readers of foreign literature are foreign 
nationals resident in England. To the large number of foreigners normally present in England as 
in every important industrial and commercial country, must be added an increasing number of 
emigrés, caused by the recent political history of Europe. A consideration of the extent of this 
potential public resident in London (where also are the largest number of students of foreign 
languages in the country) and the poor showing the language collections in our libraries 
make must bring home to us that we have been neglecting a section of our public. It is the 
more regrettable in that many of these foreigners resident in| England for only a few years 
are quick and eager to gain some knowledge of our history and literature. Surely the 
public library should be able to supply this want and also the need of these nationals for 
books in their own languages. To these we should be able to supply the standard classics of 
their language and a collection of the current literature in that language chosen with a liberal 
spirit. Although seleétion must always be made on literary merit, yet an endeavour should 
be made to include writers not necessarily of the first class—such as some modern Russian 
and Post Hitler German authors—who are of topical interest. The more ephemeral will not 
he replaced and so each period will be represented by its best in the permanent stock of the 
library. One other thing to remember in seleéting books for the foreigner—we are more 
narrow minded or he is more broad minded both as regards the subject and presentation ot 
a story. A collection formed on the above lines will do a double service. As well as supplying 
the needs of the foreign resident it will encourage the English reader. Every library has done 
something for its readers interested in engineering or cricket; let us do the same for the 
language enthusiasts. 


With the consideration of the many different interesting requirements of those seeking 
specialized information from foreign literature | have no room to deal here. 
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Library Magazines 
By S. H. Bartow, F.L.A. (Reference Library, Bolton). 


Tue usual library magazine consists of a ial list of additions, with brief annotations, often 
redundant and rarely enlightening, and a few introductory notes on library or literary topics. 
Others, more venturesome, include articles on special subjects, generally accompanied by the 
inevitable long reading list. But the most pretentious title does not convert them into magazines 
They are still reading lists. 

The true library magazine is one of the most effective agents in maintaining friendly 
public relations. Its aims are to attract new members, stimulate general readers to purposive 
reading, and generally to assist readers in their choice of books and to point out other subjects 
which may interest them. By advertising the facilities and work of the library, giving 
prominence to various sections of the stock, and by demonstrating the desire to consider 
everyone’s requirements, a friendly and communal interest in the library will be developed. 
Like the lecture, the magazine relates current topics and events to books, helps readers to use 
the library better, and improves the level of reading. 

This will not be achieved to any extent by a reading list, which is mainly of use to people 
who already have a special interest in the subject of the list. The library magazine exists to 
encourage special interests in general readers. It is contended that a reading list has not this 
efteét, since it is hardly conceivable that a mere list of book titles will create a new interest. To 
serve the general reader it will be necessary first to stimulate interest by means of well-chosen 
and well-written articles, either on books or subjects. This is the essential difference between 
the ideal library magazine and the existing bulletin, the former being a propaganda medium, 
the latter a guide for the converted. Even in the better type of library magazine the articles 
are written for the converted. An examination of the best examples shows that the majority 
of the contributions are written in a vein which only has appeal for those already interested. 
\rticles on literary matters are superfluous. They will be read only by literary-minded people 
for whom there is sufficient provision elsewhere. Local history is treated from the antiquarian’s 
view-point, than which nothing is less stimulating. As a rule, the subjects are good and 
well-written, but in a style which is too cold and uninspiring for people who may be encouraged 
to read by an article in plain, non-technical language 

So the appeal should be popular. It is possible to write in a popular manner and still be 
dignified. A writer can appeal to intelligent men without using erudite words or terms not 
widely-used. The ability to use plain English is a proof of command $f language and of 
subjeét. Such a Style is seen at its best in the works of G. D. H. Cole or King-Hall, and in the 
contributions of well-known men to the popular press. For book reviews the style of the 
reviewer in the News Chronicle is worth studying. The tone should not be breezy, familiar, 
patronising, or involved, but direét, pleas. unt, and individual. Avoid writing like a committee. 
It must be borne in mind that the term, ‘‘ general reader,” includes everyone who reads. We 
are all general readers, in addition to our special reading. 

The magazine should contain many articles on a variety of matters, so that its appeal will 
be broad. Omit the too common list of commjttee members, staff, and rules. Their place is 

1 a library handbook. Exclude standard featufes. Their repetition, month atter month, has 
rather a deadening effect. An editor with a fertile brain can make every issue fresh with new 
topics. The contents fall into three divisions—library matters, book news, and articles. 

An editorial will contain details of new facilities, reminders of old ones, and information 
of future lectures, discussion groups, and other extension activities. Occasionally the progress 
of the library may be reviewed, but with as few Statistics as possible. The work of various 
departments of the library will be described in turn and at length. Answers to some reterence 
enquiries will draw attention to the Reference Library. Reference to the work of local 
educational societies is an excellent means of co-operation. Summaries or full reports of past 
le€tures and discussions, and outlines of the lives and qualifications of leéturers have good 
publicity value. 

With regard to book news, a few books reviewed at length will assist readers’ selection 
better than a long list with short, bald annotations. A magazine should not emulate a sectional 
catalogue. Choose for review those books of value which have not received the publicity the) 
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deserve. The best-seller class can well be omitted. Annotations should not be vaguely 
descriptive, but critical, lively, and inspired, as exemplified by “ Recommended Books.” A 
few books on a specific subject may be compared and described. An excellent way of drawing 
attention toa little-known book is to quote an outstanding passage or episode from it. A short 
biography of an author may be included, and his works discussed, together with a photograph, 
after the style of the Book/over. Full reading lists and lists of additions do not improve the 
appearance of a magazine and should be published separately. 

Articles must be written expressly to stimulate the desire to gain more knowledge by 
reading. Subjeéts should be chosen which are of current interest and obviously lead to books. 
Hobbies make excellent topics. Local experts will willingly write short introduétions to 
photography, gardening, etc. Other experts, or members of the staff with special knowledge, 
can write ‘ How to begin ” articles about various subjeéts, such as the principles of dietetics, 
mentioning in the text a few good books for beginners. Other topics are impartial historica] 
surveys of current questions and events, or of countries in the news, outlining their history, 
form of government, topography, and economic problems. The issue of a new series (for 
example, the {10 travel series) will suggest a discussion, in this case of cheap foreign travel. 
Reference enquiries will form the basis of short articles. An enquiry about the “ Titanic,” 
for instance, will suggest that a brief story be written about that ship, accompanied by titles 
of a few books on sea disasters and sea Stories. 

A subjeét of perennial interest is local history. A fault to avoid is the common tendency 
to include finicking details and items only of interest to antiquarians. A popular treatment and 
choice ‘ human” episodes lend interest to a subject which is widely regarded as “* dry.” 
Dialeét stories can be included occasionally. 

To advertise the library’s holiday collection, let a member of the staff describe his holiday 
and those books which he found useful. 

\s a rule it will be better to mention only a few books in the text, or to append about ten 
book-titles with critical annotations. A few books should be supplied to cach writer so that 
he may mention and compare them in his article. 

There are several publications which will well repay study. The Middlesex County 
magazine closely approaches the ideal. The Boo&/over is an example of how to review books and 
authors. Herbert Jenkins’ Wireless demonstrates the humorous treatment. There are also good 
ind Stimulating reviews in the daily newspapers. Children’s library magazines are usually 
better written than those for adults. The Radio limes and the Listener may be compared with 
library magazines. The former is the equivalent of our present library bulletins, consisting 
mainly of programmes. The latter, with its summaries of broadcast talks, etc., is the model for 
the ideal library magazine. It aims to assist listeners in the better use of the wireless, whereas 
the Radio Times merely provides a guide to the programmes. 

In any medium-size town it should be easy to find suitable people who are willing, and 
able, to write about their specialities. Members of the statf should be encouraged to pursue 
special Studies and to cultivate a suitable literary style. Thus the publishing of a library 
magazine will materially assist the training and education of the Staff. 

With regard to physical make-up, a large page, like that of the Library Wor/d, is more 
attractive than a small one, allowing better display of the contents. It is not necessary to use 
good paper for magazines of temporary interest. The cheaper paper used for most periodicals 
is good enough, and certainly has a better appearance than those horrid, shiny papers in 
tasteless colours, which are so often used for library publications. It is not necessary to change 
the colour of the cover for every issue. If one colour is used for several months readers will 
then become accustomed to it, and only then will the change be striking. Variety for its own 
sake has no value in attraéting attention. 

\ few illustrations break the monotony of print. Photographs of authors, lecturers, of 
cenes conneéted with an article, attraét the eye. But it is much better to have no illustrations 
than to use views of the library, the arms of the town, and indistinét, cheap-looking plates. In 
iny case, the inclusion of illustrations is a luxury, not a necessity. 

Che omission of advertisements gives an improved appearance to a magazine. Llowever, 


nm 


here are few libraries which can afford to scorn that revenue to lessen cost of publication. I 
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advertisements are grouped together and not besprinkled through the pages or printed on 
the front cover, the appearance of the magazine will be little marred. 

Being a part-time effort, many libraries may not be able to issue a magazine frequently. A 
monthly, or at least bi-monthly, publication is advisable, the long intervals between each issue 
of a quarterly militating against wide popularity. It will be found that a monthly of eight pages 
is more effective than a quarterly of twenty pages. 

\ charge of not more than twopence per copy ensures that only those people who intend 
to read the magazine will take it. The cost of production does not permit haphazard dis- 
tribution to all and sundry. Of course, a number of copies will be distributed free to selected 
persons. There should be a yearly subscription rate, including postage. 

In the County Libraries Manua/ useful details of the cost of a county library magazine are 
given. It is bi-monthly, having 20-24 pages of crown oétavo size, and 400 subscribers at one 
shilling per annum (twopence per copy). Seven hundred and fifty copies are printed, of which 
250 are free. The cost of each issue is £10 or £66 per annum. Advertisements on three cover 
pages bring {20 for the year. Total receipts are {/50, leaving a deficit of £16 or £2 13s. per 
issue. The deficit is very small in comparison with the value of the magazine. It is estimated 
that 1,000 subscribers would make the mayazine self-supporting. 

\ small or medium-size library, unable to meet the cost of a printed magazine, could 
duplicate one, possibly making a slight profit by charging one penny per copy. Modern 
duplicators are cheap, easy to work, and the results can be extremely good, often comparing 
very well with some job-printed bulletins. 

The magazines will be displayed in all the central departments and branches. An open 
copy as the centre of a book display will be effective. For publicity, copies should be sent 
occasionally to councillors and other local leaders, evening schools, clubs, and local societies. 
Perhaps doé¢tors and dentists would accept copies for their waiting-rooms. 

There are many experiments which may be made in conjunétion with a magazine. Displays 
of subjects or books mentioned in the latest issue will second the work of the magazine. It 
would be useful to compare, by means of an analytical issue register, the relative effectiveness of 
a reading list, book display, and magazine. In order to attract new readers, copies of the 
magazine and invitations to join the library may be sent to selected addresses. If the addresses 
are marked on the eleétoral roll with the date of despatch, the efficacy of the method will be 
readily demonstrated on checking new readers’ application forms. 

No library should publish a library magazine unless it already has a very efficient service. 
It is folly to increase demand which cannot be satisfied. It is a great waste of money to publish 
a mediocre magazine, as many do, consisting of miscellaneous general notes and jottings. If 
there is no member of the staff who is sufficiently talented to produce a lively magazine, with 
consistently fresh and stimulating contents, it will be better to confine publishing adtivities to 
reading lists and lists of new additions, which are probably more immediately necessary. There 
should be no attempt to combine reading list and magazine, their aims are different. The 
compiling of a magazine requires greater skill, and it will have no value unless it is really 


well de me. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear PLuTaARCcH, 
Your short letter is extremely provocative and no doubt you will be suitably astounded 


i 
yy some of my further “ revelations ” as they affeét one Librarian, at least, in this burning 


matter of A.R.P. and Libraries. 
Firstly, may | say how surprised | am to find that you have been rather overlooked. 


When, together with four males of my staff | volunteered to take an A.R.P. course we were 
promptly pushed into a week’s training, conduéted by the County Constabulary, on how to 
decontaminate roadways, and to that end we spread fake bleach powder, watered and 
scrubbed, and hosed, like little gentlemen while a seétion of the populace jeered, for ‘twas 
December, 1937, and Munich was then unborn as a disturber of the peace of this green and 
pleasant land. We had visions of lively doings in some vague war, and my wife was much 
amused when I was scheduled as an “ officer” in that section. And then I became, willy nilly, 
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in September, 1938, an unpaid O.C. Borough’s First-Aid Hospital and Post. You can picture 
my countenance when the M.O.H. thrust into my hand a blue wrappered book, told me that 
‘any amount of stuff was en route” and requested me to 
MAKE A Frrst-Arp Post 

| got out of that by impounding the Matron of the Isolation Hospital and making her do it !) 

Then we subsided until a few weeks ago when one heard strong rumours of “ all to be 
ready for March 2oth as Mussolini is after Gibraltar!” So up popped the plans and the camp 
beds and the bandages, splints, torches, and the “ Stimulants.”” Now, to my pure amazement 
| have a letter from the Chief Officer of the Fire Brigade warmly inviting me to sign a form 
Stating if | am available for whole-time service with the “ Brigade in the event of a national 
emergency.” This seems to foreshadow me in a brass helmet looking, | feel sure, most 
picturesque, while | suppose that actually if that emergency comes | shall be 

PLoppInGc Asoutr WitH A RIFLE 

on some eastern front, or western front, or southern front, making the world safe again for 
democracy 

But joking apart, Plutarch, | am resolved at the monthly meeting of my committee this 
week to place some of these cards | have drawn on the table, and enquire in limpid tones 
what the devil it is all about. The faintly amusing thing is that after all my A.R.P.-ing I have, 
as they phrase it in Lancashire, ‘“‘ nowt to show for it,” neither badge, nor broom, nor helmet, 
nor bandage rampant on a field of iodine ! 

STOP PRESS! | have just received a cordial invitation to assist with a ‘* black out on 
the night of ”! [| am taking up my telephone to enquire if that signifies a wish 


for me to go SAILING Asout THE Dark BuvE Sky 


to see if all is well and truly blacked out. Or, will our red-faced alderman do that personally ? 
Somehow | think not! 

But to come back to our rightful business. You enquire innocently if the Library 
Association finds it difficult to get speakers at the Annual Conference. | hold the view that 
it is difficult to stop some people speaking at the Annual Conference. We get a dreary 
procession of the same faces, and the same tones which microphones do not treat sweetly. 
We get the same dreary dozen rushing up to the platform or rising in their seats to add their 
mite to the discussions. Personally, | would warmly advocate taking my own hand-picked 
dozen and sending them on a cruise, or a survey or a course of A.R.P. during Conference 
week, then we might get some fresh views, and some fresh tones. 

Che representative of my own authority went to his first L.A. Conterence last June. 
When our Council was discussing conferences for the current year he rose to his feet and in 
impassioned tones told us all that he had been to some conferences in his fifteen or so years 
as a councillor, but never (and the Lord preserve him from being sent again!) had he heard 
such unmitigated drivel as he listened to at Southsea. He did not wish, he said, to go to 
Liverpool. In fact, he did not wish ever to set eyes upon 

LIBRARIANS IN CONCLAVE 
again. Lhe quaint thing ts that he is a very level headed, shrewd and kindly soul. So who told 
him what on the Solent ? 

But the clock ticks.on. Outside the March winds do blow, and | have reached that 
hour of the night when | could be tempted to be really indiscreet. So forgive me, Plutarch, 
for an abrupt conclusion. And, as they say in a distant land, “ tell me some more w hen you 
write again 

Vale ! 
HypRA. 

Posrscripr. Which do you preter to do: bind fiétion or to throw it away and buy 
fresh copies ? | don’t mean the Galsworthy’s, etc., but the X’s and the Y’s and the Z’s. Lam 
not interested in comparative costs, but in your personal views and those of your borrowers 
so tar as you have been able to ascertain such views. 





| We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of ** LerveRS ON Our AFFAIRS.” 
Editor, THe Liprary Wor.p.| 
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Concise and provocative 
topics of 


tomorrow 


opinions on 


today and 


2/- 


net 


THE MATURING MIND 
by Prof. T. H. Pear 
NATIONAL SELF SUFFICIENCY 
by P. H. Asher 
DRAMA AND LIFE 
by Roger Dataller 
WHAT ABOUT INDIA? 
by Prof. L. F. Rushbrook Williams 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
by M. L. Jacks 
THE RESPONSIBLE CITIZEN 
by S. H. Cair 
FACTORY LAW 
by Clara D. Rackham 
RUDE MECHANICALS 
by Nora Ratcliff 
OUR SPOKEN LANGUAGE 
by Prof. A. Lloyd James 
PROPAGANDA 
by R. S. Lambert 
THE FRENCH POLITICAL SCENE 
by Dorothy M. Pickles 
THE GEOGRAPHY BEHIND HISTORY 
by W. G. East 
THE MATERIAL OF ENGLISH 
HISTORY by F. J. Weaver 
THE COUNCILLOR 
by A. N. C. Shelley 


NELSON’S 
DISCUSSION BOOKS 





Vital points of view 
problems 
clearly written by experts 


on modern 


2/- 


net 


PSYCHOLOGY AND THE RELIGIOUS 
QUEST by R. B. Cattell 
THE ADULT CLASS 
by A. J. J. Ratcliff 
THE CHANGING VILLAGE 
by F. G. Thomas 
BRITISH FOREIGN POLICY 
by Maurice Bruce 
THE INTERNATIONAL SHARE-OUT 

by Barbara Ward 
A CENTURY OF NATIONALISM 
by H. L. Featherstone 
HUMAN TYPES 
by Dr. R. W. Firth 
THE NEW SWEDEN 
by Dr. Bjarne Braatoy 
SINGLE-TAX GEORGE 
by Arthur Birnie 
BRITISH ROADS 
by Geoffrey Boumphrey 
WHAT ABOUT SHAKESPEARE? 
by D. R. Hardman 
WORKERS ABROAD 
by G. P. Jones 
HIRE PURCHASE 
by Aylmer Vallance 
NATURE AND THE RAMBLER 
by W. R. Calvert 


These books, with a descriptive Guide to the Series, may be inspected on 


the Stands of Messrs Grafton & Co » 


and Messrs. W. & B. Holmes 


NELSON’S, 35 Paternoster Row, LONDON, E.C.4 
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Personal News 
Mir. R. AEGERTER, to be Junior Assistant, 
Central Library, Islington. 


Mr. W 
Central Library, Islington. 


CAMPBELL, to be Junior Assistant, 


Miss I. Cow.ina, Assistant, Islington Public 
Libraries, to be Junior Assistant, Finsbury 
Public Libraries. 

Muss P. McCormick to be Junior Assistant, 


South-East Branch Library, Islington. 


Mr. E. Norman, A.L.A., Deputy Librarian, 
\ccrington, has been appointed Borough 
Librarian 


Miss B. N. SuLiivan to be Junior Assistant, 
Wood Green Public Library. 

Miss M. Tepsury, Junior Assistant, Central 
Library, Islington, has left the Service. 


Miss A. R. Tomutnson, Junior Assistant, 
Wimbledon Public Library, to be Assistant, 
Wood Green Public Library. 

Mr. Eric A. Warp, Librarian-in-Charge, 
Central Lending Library, Southend-on-Sea, 
has been appointed Sub-Librarian, Aberdeen 
Public Libraries 


Topicalities 
Edited by FRANK HickmMAN, A.L.A. 


ALTRINCHAM.—Mr. Willan G. Bosworth 
will be broadcasting on Tuesday, 25th April, 
between 5.15 and 6 p.m. in the Northern 
Children’s Hour, a talk entitled “‘ High above 
the Sawdust Ring.” 

BURTON-UPON-TRENT. — Burton has 
issued two well-duplicated bibliographies with 
laudable aims. The raison d’étre of “‘ Novels ” 
is admirably expressed in the introduétion : 

lhe increased sensitiveness of the intelligent author 
to the world around him reveals a heightened insight 
into cosmic affairs which may well influence bis 
readers. bis propagandist attitude of the novel is 
ne of its most interesting developments, and lapped 
up as they are by an in insatiate novel-reading public, 
novels are taking an increasingly important part in 
our national education. he more important is it, 
then, that the novel-reader should be assisted, if only 
to a limited extent, in his choice of reading.” 
“* Modern plays ” is dedicated to lovers of the 
drama—* the play-actor, the play-goer and the 
play-reader ... and we hold the hope that Burton 


will once again be entertained with the creations of 








the dramatist and the actor in a new professional 
theatre.” In both cases the extent of the help 
provided falls rather short of the expressed 
intention, for each work is simply an alpha- 
betical author list devoid of annotations or 
other guides. ‘‘ Modern plays” could have 
proved far more valuable by the mere addition 
to each entry of such descriptive terms as: 
Tragedy, Comedy, Family-drama, etc. 


CHELTENHAM.—On Monday, March 
13th, Mr. D. W. Herdman, Borough Curator 
and Librarian, gave a lecture at the Art Gallery, 
during which he described the fight for the 
institution of a public library in the town. The 
idea was first mooted in 1855 at a meeting of 
ratepayers, at which it was defeated by a 
substantial majority. Similarly it was defeated 
a year later, and again in 1878. The proposal 
was finally adopted in July, 1883, and William 
Jones came from Leeds to take up his appoint- 
ment as librarian in 1884. The foundation 
Stone of the existing building was laid on 
June 218t, 1887. The early days were ones of 
tremendous difficulties, with expenditure 
limited to a penny rate, a restriction which 
continued until 1919, when the limit was 
abolished. In 1938 the yearly issues were 
376,000, with over {1,200 spent on books, and 
the total cost was £3,243, a rate of twopence, 
or 18.4d. per head of the population. Explain- 
ing how the rate was spent, Mr. Herdman 
Stated that new books now cost about {600 a 
year and replacements {300, and the income 
included about {190 from fines. Seventeen per 
cent. of Cheltenham’s population made use of 
the Public Library. The yearly issue of books 
was 6.75 per head of the population, and the 
total stock 67,000, or 1.3 per head. 

LINCOLN.—The City Council has passed 
plans and estimates for a new branch library in 
Lincoln. As development is rapidly taking 
place in the area for which this branch is 
designed, the building will only be of a semi- 
permanent character. It will be ereéted at a 
cost of about £1,200. 

LINDSEY AND HOLLAND.—Special 
rating for all purposes has been abolished from 
the 1st April, 1939. A new building at Clee- 
thorpes is to be erected. 

NOTTINGHAM.—No praise can be too 
high for the first of the series of booklists 
which Nottingham Public Libraries have 
begun to issue under the general titl— 
“ Technical Papers,” No. 1, Radio, is con- 
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STARR’S | 
WE ARE NOT CONCERNED whether we are first or last, as long as we give | 
our clients the best value, workmanship and service possible at competitive prices. 
This we claim to do, and our increased business proves our claim. 
Various Styles in any materials, all embodying Brightness, Smartness, Refine- 
ment and Reliability. 
Give us a trial order and allow us to prove our assertion. 
JAMES STARR & SONS, LTD. | 
LIBRARY BOOKBINDERS 
DAWBER STREET WORKS, WIGAN 
OTHER ADDRESSES-— ROWBOTTOM SQUARE AND 14 WALLGATE 
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Three Thousand Books for a 
Public Library: 


SOME SIGNIFICANT & REPRESENTATIVE WORKS FOR BASIC STOCK. 
By W. A. MUNFORD, B.Sc., F.L.A. 
(Borough Librarian, Dover Public Library). 


Crown 8vo. Cloth. pp. 176. 7s. 6d. net. 


Scope of the Work. 


The object of this work is to form a buying list for the use of Librarians. The 
bibliography is limited to non-fiction works, excludes reference and children’s 
books, and is classified by subject. A special feature is made of technical works. 
A subject index is added. The list will be especially valuable to librarians who 
are opening new branches. 


GRAFTON & CO. (Frank Hamel), Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Street, 
LONDON, W.C.1 
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sistently excellent in cover design, type sett- 
ing and arrangement. The paper, too, is of 
good quality and the production as a whole 
has about it an air of efficiency which will 
lead to respeét of contents. The foreword 
to this first Technical Paper is by D. H. 
Thomas, Esq., M.Sc., of the Department of 
Electrical Engineering, Nottingham Uni- 
versity College. 

STOKE NEWINGTON.—Stoke Newing- 
ton’s new Children’s Library was opened last 
May by His Worship The Mayor. For this 
auspicious occasion Mr. Arthur Mee sent a 
special message to the youth of Stoke Newing- 
ton, which is now printed in Your Library, a 
fine piece of children’s library propaganda. 
This 12-page booklet bears a photograph of 
the attractive interior of the Children’s Library 
on its cover, while its instruétive contents are 
enlivened by clever and amusing line drawings. 


SWINTON AND PENDLEBURY.—The 
February issue of the Bu//etin contains, in 
addition to booklists, articles on poetic drama 
and fiction by Ashley Dukes and Gerald Gould 
respectively, and an anniversary appreciation 
of Ernest Dowson, the young poet who died 
on February 23rd, 1900. But the most inter- 
esting feature for librarians is the Chief 
Librarian’s editorial—‘‘ The Freedom of 
Libraries.” This editorial touches upon the 
knotty questions of censorship of political 
books and State control of public libraries. 
\lso, it contains a most outspoken tribute to 
miners’ and other Lancashire workers’ read- 
ing demands The longer I live and work in 
Lancashire the more | am delighted by the intelli- 
gence of the average working man and woman. Men 
who spend the greater part of their time down in the 
pits labouring at the worst of all tasks for the 
poorest of recompense, employ their leisure in in- 
creasing their general knowledge through reading 
good books. Women whose days are spent in the 
mills, whose lives are shadowed by anxiety and 
poverty, try to educate themselves by reading the 
important literary works of the day. I cannot belp 
but notice that the demand for serious books, dealing 
with modern problems, comes from the working 
class section of the community. Uhe majority of the 
more leisured type of people read for recreation 
rather than for education.” One would par- 


ticularly like to know how far other librarians’ 
experience compares with that set forth in the 
last sentence quoted. That Mr. Cowles’ 
evaluation is sincere cannot be doubted. It 
takes courage for a man holding public office 


| 
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to make an invidious statement of this kind, 
and courage is born of conviétion ! 


WITHOUT COMMENT! — A_ South 
London borrower recently enquired how she 
might reserve a particular book and was told 
to leave at the library a stamped card. A few 
days later she handed her National Health 
Card over the counter and said she would 
like ‘‘ Ginger and M’Glusky ” kept for her. 


The Lecture Season, 1938-9 


By Frank Hickman, A.L.A. 


One of the most directly valuable series of 
leétures this season has been organized by the 
Wallasey Public Libraries. This series com- 
prised six illustrated addresses on world 
affairs, given by |. E. Whittaker, Esq., under 
the general title ‘‘ Democracy or Dictatorship?” 

The value and attraction of the series lay in 
its careful planning and special recognition of 
the contemporary European situation. The 
first lecture in the compendium—" Russian 
Revolution and Development of U.S.S.R.”— 
Started with the main events of 1916 and led 
syStematically up to the present order and the 
improvement in the material standard of life 
throughout the Soviet Union. Attention next 
focussed upon Germany, the other great 
country which has undergone similar drastic 
political and social upheaval but with vastly 
different results (‘“‘ The German Revolutions 
and the Development of National Socialism ”’). 

“Rapid Transition from War Hatred to 
Intense Nationalism” showed clearly the 
development of increasing tension in Europe 
in the post-War years, analysed its causes and 
emphasised the import of the financial crises 
of 1929-31. There followed a most clear- 
sighted leéture upon “ The Consequences of 
Betrayal of the League of Nations Ideal.” 
This in its turn was followed by an impartial 
and revealing survey of the latest State of 
affairs—*‘ Present European Situation.” Be 
ginning with Anthony Eden’s resignation and 
the contingent change of British Foreign 
Policy, the survey showed how the abandon- 
ment of the policy of Collective Security and 
the abrogation of treaties inevitably stimulated 
universal and feverish re-armament. 

The final leéture, “‘ What of the Future ?”, 
concerned itself largely with definitions and 
conclusions based upon the matter of the 
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THE LIBRARIAN’S LIBRARY 


FORTHCOMING BOOKS 





BIBLIOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION 
| AND CATALOGUING 


By J. D. COWLEY, M.A., F.L.A (Director, University of London School of 
Librarianship, University College) 





Demy 8vo Cloth. Pp. 256 12s. 6d. net. 


Scope of the Work 


How is the beginner to set about the compilation of a bibliography 
There are good and bad bibliographies and some are just middling There are excellent 


examples for the beginner to follow or to adapt to his own ends, and writers on bibliography 


in general have laid down principles which should be followed in compiling a_ bibliography ; 
but no attempt has been made previously to formulate exact rules for the description of books 
for bibliographical purposes. The present work begins with a discussion of the aims of biblio 
in attempt to show how some of the best existing bibliographies 





vraphical compilation and 


have been constructed. The author then explains the procedure of examining a book from the 


bibliographical point of view and illustrates by means of examples of different periods the methods 
of extracting evidence from the book itself, dealing in turn with titles, imprints, incipits, colophons, 


preliminaries, advertisements and text. Then by means of further examples he takes the reade1 


step by step through all the processes of bibliographical description, including transcription, 
collation, analysis of the contents, and notes, and formulating rules for the treatment of con- 


tractions, omissions, type, ornaments, devices, et \ttention is also given to the description 


of newspapers, periodicals, broadsides, proclamations, pamphlets, et \ chapter follows in 


which are discussed the methods of arrangement and editing of the completed bibliography. 


It is hoped that this work will serve as a guidebook for those who are embarking on the 
. bibliography and may also be of some use to the more experienced. While 


compilation of 
especially in his treatment of details, he does not expect 


the author is necessarily dogmatik 
his rules to be everywhere accepted ; but he hopes that his book may be a means of helping 


others over the obstacles that he has encountered himself and may at any rate save them from 


some of the pitfalls that lie in the path of every bibliographer 


Contents 


Pith \nalysis of Contents Periodicals 

Liaprints lreatment of Contraction Broadsides 

Colophons Omissions Proclamations 
Preliminaric Lyyp Pamphlets 

Text Ornament Methods of arrangement 
Transcription Devices Editing of the completed 
Collation Description of Newspaper Bibliography 


GRAFTON & CO., (Frank Hamel), 51 Great Russell Street, LONDON, W.C.1 
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preceding ones. Herein the 
ideologies was emphasised as a primary cause 


of the present troubled situation and the vital 


question of the inevitability of a wat of 


idec logies, as pre ac hed In the dictat yr countries, 
was carefully discussed 

This most topical, and therefore highly 
practical course of lectures was advertised by 
means of tastefully printed o¢tavo booklets 
containing full details and appropriate, anno 
tated he ok lists. 


Library Reports 


By Herperr ¢ 


Bermondsey Public Libraries. 


SAWTELLI 


BourNEMOouTH Public Libraries \nnual 
Report, 1937-1938 Borough Librarian, D. 
Young, F.L.A 


Income from Rate, 


Sievewrivght Population 
estimated ,» 9 

£14,861. Stock Lending, 20,697; Retet 
ence, 12,988; Music, 4,814; Branches, 
\dditions, 16,692. Withdrawals, 
Lending, 239,000 ; Reter 
Music, 5,830; Branches 


11,79 Issues 
ence, 58,879; 


Schools, 91,673 


, 


Borrowers, 


$1,018; extra tickets, 28,105. Branches, 6 
Year by vear the popular ind use of the Bourne 
outh ibrart has continucd to imecreasc, and in the 
ca nere tT re Ic c ot 
this s iw almost re ached c 
ina nen npa 1 witl he 
7 braries’ existence sa 
all irculation ot the previous 
ca ssucs. Nearly one-third of 
the red readers. It must be a 


he Library \uthorities to 





sce their efforts are receiving such full appreciation by 
the reading public in the Borough. Duriny tt past 
car special attention was eivé to the Reterencc 
Department at the Central Librar \ wider range ot 
Government and other official publications was made 


ivailable, and the colleétion of direétories and year-books 

reatly augmented. Plans are being prepared tor a new 
brary in the Au n area, and tis hoped te Start build 
vy operations verv soon. The lending department at 
the Winton Branch Library has been re-arraneed, and a 
ded. The charging system in the 
Centr lending lepartment ha beet wnpict 


rvanisca c Committce ce 


CouicuesterR Public Library 44th Annual 
Report, 1937-1938. Borough Librarian, Arthut 
r. Austing, F.L.A. Population (estimated, 
1937), §1,82 Rate, 2.37d 


: 
Lending, 26,477; 


Income trom 


Rate, / 3,195 Stock 


conflidt of 








Junior, 3,246; Reference, 16,404; Hos 
pital, 871; Schools, 3,207. \dditions, 
4,972. Withdrawals, 3,296. Issues: Lend- 
ing, 198,415 Junior, 37,019; Reference, 
36,644; Hospital, 6,176; Schools, 30,926. 
Borrowers, 6,707; extra tickets, 6,254. 


\ vear of great activity with progress in man direc 
tions has just closed. Many hundreds of new readers 
wen revistered, and the total now is double that of ten 
years av Phe circulation for the year when compared 

th the previous vear shows an increase of 41,795 
\ good deal of this success is due to an intensive cam- 
paiyn which was inaugurated carly in the year to attraét 
new readers. Posters were exhibited throughout the 
town calling attention to the resources available at the 
library ; book-lists were published and freely distributed: 
co-operation with the schools was undertaken: revula 
tions governing the use of the library were revised, and 
the hours of opening the lending departments were 
increased, Perhaps the biggest move of the Committee, 


ywwever, is the projeéted new Central Library, work 


upon which ts now proceeding. An anonymous donor 
rave { 500 towards the new building, which it is estimated 
may cost {18,90 The library service at the Essex 


County Hospital was maintained and has been expanded, 
ind continues to be administered by voluntary work by 
the library Staff. The Education Committee have in 
creased their grant to the Libraries Committee tor the 
School Libraries 


1dministration of th 

Mrrcuam Public Library.—A Year’s Work, 
1937-1938. Borough Librarian, L. Montague 
Harrod, F.L.A. Population (estimated), 
64,401. Rate, 2.85d. Income from Rate, 
£5,563. Stock: Lending, 25,389; Junior, 
2,834; Reference, 3,661. Additions, 7,372. 
Withdrawals, 4,439. Lending, 
295,218; Junior, 40,316; Reference, 21,953. 

extra tickets, 6,808. 


Issues : 


Borrowers, 10,863 ; 


The Library 
bent on building up a real modern library service in the 


\uthorities at Mitcham are apparently 


Borough The existing library premises are to be 
extended by building a new lending department, stack 
room and administrative block at the rear. The present 
lending library is to be converted into a junior library 
and, in the very near future, two branch libraries are to 
be eStablished. The flat over the Library has already been 
taken over for library purposes, providing offices for 
Staff, a meeting room, work room, etc. Closer co opera 
tion with the schools has been made, although so far it 
has not been possible to organize any regular book 
service. The lending department was closed for a time 
t \ugust tor re decoration and this helped to decrease 
the circulation from there The Reference Library, 

wever, received many more calls upon its resources 
The task of consolidating this department has con 
tinued throughout the vear. Many readers living in the 
Pollards Hill distri¢ét have continued to avail themselves 
of the arrangement whereby they may make use of the 
Croydon Libraries. In July, 1937, Mr. Kenneth Hunt, 
the Borough Librarian, resigned trom this position to 
take up a similar post at Hammersmith. Mr. Montague 
Harrod, of the Croydon Libraries, was appointed to 


suc ceed him 
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A HISTORY OF CATALOGUING AND 
CATALOGUING METHODS, 1100-1850 


WITH AN INTRODUCTORY SURVEY OF ANCIENT TIMES. 
By D. M. NORRIS, F.L.A. (Birmingham Public Libraries). With a 
Foreword by H. M. CASHMORE, F.L.A. (City Librarian, Birmingham). 


Demy 8vo. Cloth. pp. viii. ; 256. 10s. 6d. net. 


Scope of the Work. 

he catalogue is the “ key ”’ to the library ; but it has not always been recognised 
as such. The development of our catalogues through all their various forms to the 
recognised Dictionary and Classified ones of to-day has never before been traced 
and presented between the covers of one book. This work is intended for students 
of cataloguing, cataloguers, and all who are interested in the history of librarian- 
ship and library practices. To students, it will give the historical background 
which is so necessary to a complete study and understanding of the art of 
cataloguing. The present text books go no further back than 1850, and therefore 
this study fills a very definite gap in the literature of the subject. The arrangement 
is chronological, and the needs of students having been borne in mind, a summary 
of cataloguing trends has been inserted at the end of each century ; also a glossary 
of mediaeval Latin words, which occur in old catalogues, has been added. Every 
cataloguer who claims to be an authority on his work should know and appreciate 
how our modern methods have evolved, and what libraries of the past have been 
instrumental in bringing about the library catalogue of the twentieth century, 
but so far this information has never been made accessible. To those who are 
interested in the development of librarianship and library practices, this book 
introduces them in an unusual light, for the early methods of compiling catalogues 
throw light not only on cataloguing problems, which are the same to-day as 
vesterday, but also on early library practice in general, the training of past 
librarians and their status as members of a learned profession. 


Contents 

Preface | Ihe Bodleian Library Catalogues 
Library Catalogues in Ancient Times Library Catalogues, 1600-1700 
Library Catalogues and Cataloguers in Library Catalogues, 1700-1800 

the Middle Ages Che British Museum Catalogues 
Library Catalogue 1100-1200 Library Catalogues, 1800-1850 
Librarv Catalo 1200-1300 Conclusion 
Library Catalogues, 1300-1400 Glossary of Latin words occurring in 
Library Catalogues, 1400-1500 Mediaeval Catalogues 
Library Catalogues, 1500-1600 | Index 
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WESTMINSTER Public Libraries.—Report for 
the year 1937-1938. Lébrarian, Reginald B. 
Wood. Population (1931), Rate, 

sod. Income from Rate, £24,809. Stock : 
Lending, 157,086; Reference, 50,569. Addi 


129,§§§.- 


tions, 10,678. Withdrawals, G,os1. Issues: 
Lending, 719,532; Children’s Reading 
Room, 4,815; Reterence, 337,951; open 
shelves (estimated), 88,200. Borrowers, 
»§,912; extra tickets, 22,86 Branches, 3 

\ hiehl nteresting historical record of th 
Libraries occupies the major portion of this Rep rt 
liehty vears avo the first public library was opened in 


W eStminster, but we have to vo as far back as 1684 to 
tind the beginnings of free libraries in the City. In that 
ear Archbishop Tenison, reétor of the parish of St 
Niartin-in-the-Fields, founded a library open freely to 
ill. Westminster \uthoritics were some of the first to 
wdopt the Public Libraries \éts in 1856, and for thirt 
ears their librarv was the only one under the \&s in 
London. In the vear being reviewed notable provress 


vany activities. Over 2, new borrowers 





was made inn 


n 


, , ; 
vere enrolled, while the annual issues showed a 


crease over the previous vear of 42.971. The reference 


hyrarics MW re TrwMore wide \ used, as aise were the 
m-fétional works in the lending departments. There 
was a slight decrease in the use of fiétion. The increased 


circulation was contined to two of the four libraries in 


"er" 4 
¢ system. The decrease in children’s reading recorded 


ist vear Stull continues, but not to the same extent, as 


two ot the librarics reported increased juvenile wort 


The Committee place on record their appreciation ot 
he valuable service rendered te the lib irtes by Nr 
Revinald B. Wood, who retired at the end of the vear 
ifter nearly 4s vears’ work at Westminste: 


The Librarians’ Guide to 
New Editions 


By Prep BARLow. 


Or all the many lists of books published in 
various wavs this Guide to New Editions ts 
perhaps unique. Its purpose is not only to 
bring together each month the titles of books 
recently revised, but to show to what degree, 
if any, these books have been changed. This 
information is not readily to be found els« 
where 

Book ot \pplied 


\pprson (Herbert Text 


Hiydraulics. Ed. 2 1938. Chapman and 
Hall 2 
Here is a new chapter on propellor- and screw 
MUETTIDYS rddition to revision and rewritin throurvhout 
the text 


BincHeNnouGu (Charles) History of Elementary 
Education in England and Wales trom 18 
to the present day 


First published 1920 and revised in 1925. Entireh 


Some seétions have been 


tin ereathy improved tyne 





WORLD 


rewritten, some extended and a few have disappeared. 
\ new seétion of over one hundred pages deals with 
the revolution in education as a result of Re-organisation, 
\ review of the Spens Report on Secondary Education 
is included as an appendix 


Crayon (A. E.) The Pertormance and Design 
of Direét Current Machines. Ed. 2. 1938, 
Pitman. 16s. 

Nhe text is some twenty-five pages longer than that 
of the tirst edition published in 1927. The alterations 
and extensions deal chiefly with the developments in 
the construétion and many new drawings have been 
added. The seétion dealing with the aétual cleétrical 
design has been extended 


Rates and Rating. Ed. 1 
1939. Pitman. 12s. 6d. 
Includes all 


Statutory rules and orders since the last revision in 


Crew (Francis) 


relevant Statutes, leading cases, 


19360 


Ferns (}. L.) Meter Engineering. Ed. 3. 1938. 
Pitman, 12s. 6d 
\dditional matter relating to new types of 
instruments and new methods of measurement have 
been incorporated and the requirements of the 1936 
\a& and of the Official Memoranda supplementary 


thereto have been summarised in a new chapter 


jupGe (A. W.) The Mechanism of the Car. 
Ed. 3. 1939. Chapman and Hall. 6s. 

Originally published in 1925 and revised in 1933 

\ considerable amount of obsolete matter has been 

omitted and most seétions have been largely rewritten. 

The number of pages has been increased from 247 to 


320, and the illustrations from 179 to 249 


Marriorr (S/r J. A. R.) English Political 
Institutions. Ed. 4. 1938. O.U.P. ¢s. 
Ten new chapters on the Constitution in Transition, 


ig! 38, have been added 


Mitne (John) Earthquakes and other Earth 


Movements. Ed. 7. 1939. Kegan Paul. 
1os. 6d. 
This, and the supplementar 


were long the Standard books on the subject D« velop 


volume . \e SIOLOL } 


ments, however, have been so fundamental that the 
Almost all the 


sections on instrumental seismolouy have been rewritten, 


earlicr editions were quite obsolete 


and much of the remainder has been considerably 


revised by Dr. \. W. Lee 


Moyer (}. A.) and Firry (R. ( \ir Con 
McGraw Hill. 


ditioning. Ed. 2 1938 
245 
The tirst cl ipter has been rewritten and a new onc 
ulded, with data sun efleét and the choice of ait 
‘ ritionet tTypcs Nar ill tration have heet 
redrawn 
QuUENNELL (M. and C. H. B \ Elistory of 
Everyday Things in England. Vol. 3. 
1733-1851. Ed. 2. Batstord. 8s. 6d. 
The edition of 1933 has been rec sed in detail und 
ated 


sabout two pa oftn itter < 
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RepGrove (H. S$.) and Foan (G. A.) Hair- 


dyes and Hair-dyeing: Chemistry and 
Technique. Ed. 3. 1939. Heinemann. 
ros. 6d. 


Originally published in 1929 as Blonde and Brunette, 
ind revised under the present title in 1934. In the 
present revision the practical side has been revised by 
J. Bare-Woollss, and the chemical seétions have been 
extensively rewritten by H. S. Redgrove. There is a 
new chapter dealing with hair brightening shampoos 
and rinses, hair tints, etc. 


Roya INstrrure OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
\ Short History of International Affairs, 
1920-1938, by G. M. Gathorne-Hardy. 
Ed. 2. 1938. O.U.P. 8s. 6d. 

Very little change has been made in the earlier 
parts of the 1934 edition, but the final part beginning 
in 1930 has been entirely recast and verv greatly 
enlarged 


SLATER (Gilbert) The Growth of Modern 
England. Ed. 2. 1939. Constable. 18s. 

Originally published in 1912 as The Making of 
Modern England, and revised and published under its 
present title in 1932. The present revision is one of 
detail and does not extend the scope of the book. The 
preface is by Mrs. Vera Anstey, and is based on notes 
left by the author for a new preface and conclusion, in 
which he hoped to explain his philosophy of life and 
to interpret historical faéts in the book in the light of 
this philosophy. 

Sarr (S. P.) Problems in Eleétrical Engineer- 
ing. Ed. 3. 1939. Constable. 6s. 

Ihe scope has been extended to cover a certain 
amount of “ light’’ current work and there are an 
additional] 280 examples included 
SorsBiE (R. F.) Geology for Engineers. Ed. 2. 

1938. Bell. 12s. 6d. 

Ihe revision takes the addition and 
subtraction rather than of emendation and elaboration. 
rhe chapters in the 1910 edition relating to geological 
history have been omitted, whilst in Part LIT several of 
the chapters have been considerably expanded. 


torm ot 


Book-Selection Guide 


\ DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS Ol 
INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 
PROFESSIONAL. 

Book- AvucTiION REcorDs. Volume 36, Part I. 
Stevens, Son & Stiles. 30s. net per annum 

Part lL. of Vol. 36 Starts the season well with 3,17; 
records of books sold in the London and provincial 
wittions. In addition, there is a record of the Antiquarian 


eo »*ksellers 


sual list of catalogues, et 


\ssociation’s show at Earls Court and the 


Capsury (Henry J.) Annual Catalogue of 
George Fox’s Papers Compiled in 1694- 
1697. Friends Book Centre. 21s. net. 

The tithe of this work hardly indicates to the 


tsider its extraordinary value and importance in the 


Ty 
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THE ONLY 
REAL 


Personal Service 


WASTELL’S 
EDUCATIONAL 
SUPPLY SERVICE 
LONDON, N.17 











It is a con 
box 


Study of seventeenth century Quakerism. 
temporary record of all the writings of George 
arranged in chronological order, whether manuscript of 
printed. The author has transcribed the Catalogue and 
has added notes as to the present whereabouts of cach 
document where this is possible. .\ fundamental source 
book for the history of the carly Quakers 


PROFESSIONAL Liprary Epucarion,  Intro- 


ducing the Library Bulletin, 1937. No. 23. 
Washington, U.S. Government Printing 
Office. 1§Cc. 


\ valuabk school 


handbook for the library 
Student, giving about librarics and the 
library profession and helping him to judge for himself 
the possibilities in this ticld and the kind of training 
required for the various branches. \lso of use to 


library committees, ctc. 


information 


Sayers (W. C. Berwick) Library Local Collec- 
tions. Illus. Allen & Unwin. 5s. net. 

It was time that a library handbook devoted to the 
Local Colleétion should be published, and Mr. Savers, 
with his long of a with a very 
extensive and highly developed local collection, is quite 
It anything, the author 


experience library 
the right man to have donc it 
has over-claborated the treatment of his subjeét, but this 
is a fault on the right side, and the schemes of classi 
fication, ctc., will help the librarian to work out a 
method appropriate to his own colleétion. On p. 27 
a ninth category might be added, “‘Leval Records,” and 
on p. 28, under Graphic Records, “Paintings” should 


he included. 
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GENERAL. 


\UDEN (W. H.) and IsHerwoop (Christopher) 
Journey toa War. Illus. Faber. 12s. 6d. net. 

W hen commissioned by their publishers to write an- 
other travel book, Messrs. Auden and Isherwood set out 
»record i Limpression of the Sino Japanese W ar, though 


the poke no Chinese and possessed no special know 
ledge of Par EaStern affairs. They therctore say that 
they cannot vouch for the accuracy of many of the 
tatements made, but they have certainly produced in 


mcon\ entional torm a most intercsting account of the 
personalities they met and of their travels in Hongkong 
Canton, Hankow, Shanghai, the Yellow River war-zone 
und the south-eastern front in the Anhwei Province. The 
book is written in the same brilliant style as Leffers from 
leeland, with which the authors had a vreat success two 
vears ago, Mr. Auden prov iding a long poem, a series of 


sonnets and the photographs, whilst Mr. Isherwood 





mtributes a day-to-day account of the four months’ 
travel, based on a diary kept alternately by the authors 
BANCROFT (Ger ree Pleydell) Stage and Bar, 


with a preface by Norman Birkett, K.C. 
Illus. Faber. 18s. net. 

Phe son of Sir Squire Bancroft, the author of these 
ost entertaining reminiscences went everywhere and 
et evervbod \étor, author of The Ware Case and tor 
twenty-five years Clerk of Assize of the Midland 


Circuit, his pictures of his carly dramatic surroundings 
und his later lewal lite are most readabk 
Doren (Carl Van) Benjamin Franklin. Illus. 


Putnam. 19s. net. 


Much new information has come to hand since 
Parton's exhaustive Lite of Franklin, and here is a Still 
re comprehensive biography which fills all of go 


pages, including a bibliography and a full index. This 
colossal volume, which will no doubt become a Standard 


work, deals in twenty-eight chapters with Franklin as 


ithor, printer, scientist, cleétrician, soldicr, philosopher, 
President and many other aspects of a remarkable and 
mn ided careet 


Livery MAN’s Own Lawyer. A Handy Book 
of the Principles of Law and Equity, come 
prising the Rights and Wrongs of Indivi- 
duals. By a Barrister. Sixty-fifth Edn. 
echnical Press. 15s. net. 

Vhis indispensable reference work increases in size 
vith every edition. The text now extends to 884 pages, 
the diétionary of legal terms and the index to an addi 
tional 58. In spite of the complications caused by 





McCoy’s Dictionary 
of Customs and Excise 


Definitions substantiated | tation of authorit 
Information re Licences, Duties, et dealt with 
v the Department—to-day and long age Full o 
t cal mterest 
MOST VALUABLE BOOK OF REFERENC 
$ l shelve { Reference Library 


Customs and F xcise Jowrna 
7/6 Post free U.K., from 
H. HH. GREAVES, LTD., 106/110 Lordship Lane, §.E .22 

















international affairs, which have naturally cnough 
absorbed much of the attention of Parliament, a vast 
amount of new legal work has been got through, 
necessitating the rewriting of seétions on the Public 
Health A&, 1936, and the Faétories A@ of 1937, to 
mention but two. The Matrimonial Causes A&@ of 1937 
and the Hire Purchase A& of the following year are 
responsible for many changes in the work, and a law 
which has been noted under the title of Public Order 
\&, 1936, deals with the wearing of coloured uniforms 
indicating association with a political party. We agree 
with the author of this concise and orderly work that 
the task of producing in condensed form the cream of 
the Laws of England is no light one, and admirably he 
has performed it. 


FLAHERTY (John J.) Your Daily Paper. Illus. 
Lippincott. 7s. 6d. net. 

Sixty aétion photographs accompanied by descrip- 
tive text go to show how the news of the world is 
vathered, sorted and placed before forty million people 
each day, no light task, believe it or not. American of 
origin, this concise volume gives the salient points of 
newspaper produétion from the transport of lumber 
from the forests to arrival on the breakfast table of the 
reader. Fifteen minutes after the presses have begun to 
run, papers are loaded on the trains. Quick work ! 


Girrorb (Eric) East of Athens. Illus. Gifford. 
12s. 6d. net. 

\n account of travels through Athens, Istanbul, 
Smyrna, Cairo, Crete, Palestine and other places in the 
Near East. The scenery, people and their customs are 
interestingly and amusingly described. The sketches, 
which are printed on blue paper, are unusual. 


Green (F. C.) Stendhal. Cambridge, The 
University Press. 12s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Green claims that for the past sixty vears there 
has been no important book in English dealing with 
Stendhal’s life and work, and here he proceeds ably to 
fill the lack. ‘The author of ““Le Rouge ct le Noir’’ and 
“La Chartreuse de Parme™ should be of interest to 
English readers who know little of his various visits to 
London and his many articles in English reviews such as 
The New Monthly Magazine, The Athenaeum, The Paris 
\lonthly Review and m™ sssibly The W estoinster Review, 
amonust others. His life in Italy as Consul at Civitavee- 
chia makes interesting reading, covering as it did the 
period between 1830 and 1836, of so-called exiledom. 
His love affairs, otf which there are many, may grow 
wearisome in detail, but the work forms in all a truthful 
and painstaking life of a little-known personality. 


Hunr (Cecil) How to Write a Book. Frontis. 
Blackie. 3s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Cecil Hunt, with his wide experience of pub- 
lishers, literary agents and the world of Fleet Street, is 
particularly well qualitied to give advice to prospeétive 
authors on how to produce a book and place it. He does 
it very competently indeed in this praétical little hand- 
book, which is enlivened by his usual touches of humour. 
It is well planned and deals in turn with Sources of 
Information, Hints on Novel Writing and Non-Fiétion, 
Preparation of MS., Securing of Illustrations, Sub- 
mission, the Legal Aspects of Authorship, not torgetting 
the Publisher's Problems and the Contract, which ts 


carctully taken clause by clause. 
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Lormer (E. O.) Language Hunting in the 
Karakoram. Illus. Allen & Unwin. 12s. 6d. 


net. 

An account of an adventurous journey which the 
author undertook with her husband through the high 
and beautiful mountains of the Karakoram Range to 
Study the life and languave of the Burusho peasants of 
Hunza. They lived for a year among them in this 
extreme North of British India, on the frontier of 
Afghanistan and Chinese TurkeStan, and were the first 
white people to learn their difficult These 
people have been ruled by their own royal family for at 
selt supporting, 


language 


least six hundred years and are entirely 


with an admirable social organization though thei 
culture is Still primitive The many very beautiful and 
interesting photographs with which the work is illus 


trated were taken by the author, and there is also a 


map of the distriét 

MarGo.uioutH (D.S.) Mohammed. MAtrrHEws 
(Very Rev. W. R.) Christ. What did They 
teach? Series. Blackie. 5s. net each. 

Blackie are producing a 

outstanding 


series of small 


n W orld 


Me ssrss 


volumes dealing with the figures 


history whose influence on the religions of mankind has 
been pre-eminent. The first of the series deals with 
Christ and is written for those who wish to have special 
vuidance in Studying the Gospels. The author has given 


of what he believes to have been th 
companion volume Prot 
of Mohammed's 
teachinys, espec ially written for the general reader who 
special texts. Further 
and will be eagerly 


an honest account 
loétrine of 
Margoliouth vives a remarkable record 


Jesus. In the 


has no acquaintance with the 


volumes in this series are promised 

awaited. 

NELSON Dis« USSION Books. 
Dr. Richard Wilson and A. |]. J. 
M.A. 2s. net each. 

24 Sueuiey (A. N. C.) The Councillor 

\ clear and comprehensive account of the 


General Editors, 


Ratcliff, 


legal 
Status and the duties of members of Urban and Distrié 
Organization 
of Local Government, including Areas and Authorities, 
Officials, Finance and Local Legislation ; Funétions of 
Local Authorities, including Public Health Housing, 
Roads, Trading and various Services ; and a Conclusion 
with Bibliography 
433 CALverT (W. R.) Nature and the 
Note-book Sketches by L. R. Brightwell 
A colle&tion of nature which 
excellent companion for the Rambler, and will ensure 


Councils. It is divided into three parts 


Rambler. With 


notes forms an 
that he appreciates fully the beauties of the country 
and sea 
Pascok (John) Unclimbed New Zealand. 

Alpine Travel in the Canterbury and West- 

land Ranges, Southern Alps. Illus. Allen 

& Unwin. 16s. net. 

he picturesque coloured frontispiece alone tempts 

the reader to Study and enjoy the pen panorama which 
the author so admirably sets before his readers. In 
theses days when there is a rage for Alpine and Hima- 
layan climbing this less trodden field should appeal to 
many. Those who cannot spare time and money to 
travel to New Zealand, can still appreciate the beauties 
of the mountains there whilst reading about them by 
their own fireside 
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Most of the principal 
Librarians use and 
recommend our service 
25 SPECIAL DEPARTMENTS AND 


NEARLY 3,000,000 BOOKS ON 
ALL SUBJECTS. CATALOGUES FREE 


We can supply at once 
almost any book you want 
BEING LIBRARIANS OURSELVES OUR 


EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE ENSURES 
FIRST-CLASS LIBRARY SERVICE 


FOYLES 


117-125, CHARING CROSS RD., LONDON, W.C.2 


TELEPHONE: GERRARD 5660 (16 LINES) 








TRILLING (Lionel) Matthew Arnold. Frontis. 
Allen & Unwin. 15s. net. 

Chere are biographies and biographies, and this 
one is not the kind which details a man’s physical life 
and movements, but is a biography of his mental and 
spiritual states, if the word may be used in that sense 
From this psychological point of view it is well and 
earnestly written. It piétures Arnold’s aims, his hopes, 
even his faith in Liberalism in its special 
sense of a cure for International Anarchy. Trilling 
devotes a long chapter to Thomas Arnold of Rugby 
fame, and the England as it was known to his son 
Matthew. The ideals for which he fought and the 
influence wielded by his various writings are dealt with 


his belie fs . 


at length 

VALLANCE (H. A.) The History of the High- 
land Railway. Illus., maps. Stockwell. ros. 
net. 

The development of railways in the North of 
Scotland was not as rapid as in the South or in England 
his is understandable when the engineering difficulties 
ire considered and the more scattered charaéter of the 
population is taken into account. From 1856, however, 
when the Inverness and Aberdeen Junétion Railway was 
formed, the Highlands were gradually but sy$tematically 
developed from the railway standpoint. An excellent 
book, well illustrated with maps and plates 


WINTRINGHAM (Tom) English Captain. Illus. 
Faber. 12s. 6d. net. 


Captain Tom Wintringham, who served through 
the last war and went at the commencement of the 
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Spanish War as a correspondent to Madrid, remained to 
command the English International Brigade, and in this 
book he describes with great insight the men of many 
nationalities who joined together to resist Fascist 
aggression, Captain Wintringham, who was in the 
thick of the fighting, records from first hand experience 
and in careful detail the battles and problems of the 
campaign. The work forms an excellent history of these 
International Brigades, who in the early days were 


undoubtedly largely responsible for the saving of 


Madrid. The illustrations are from excellent photographs 
taken during the War. 


FICTION. 
\ssorr (Jane) Singing Shadows. Lippincott. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Judith Peyton did research work for all and sundry. 
Much as she enjoyed this work, she found life somewhat 
dull. An exciting young author, Michael Brandt, brings 
a new and disturbing clement into her days of routine, 
and though it takes a long time for her to realise that she 
loves him and not the priggish John Storey, it is only 
through her half-sister, Celise, that things are brought 
to a head 
Copret (Alec) | Killed The Count. Blackie. 

7s. 6d. net. 

Ihe trouble was that they all “killed the Count”’ 
according to their Stories, and it was the poor deteétive’s 
job to sort out the confessions and get the true faéts out 
of them 
GALron (John) The Stars | Kneel To. Jenkins. 

\ rather terrible story of a young genius, Kenneth, 
who is trained to be a barrister and becomes an actor. 
His Stern brother goes to his dressing-room and beats 
him so mercilessly that he cannot aét again and gradually 
deteriorates in charaéter. One imagines that if Kenneth 
had had time to tell his brother he was earning {50 
a week instead of sitting still waiting for briefs, the 
Story might have ended differently. 

JoHNsTON (Myrtle) The Rising. Murray. 
7s. 6d. net. 

\ powerful novel of Ireland in the Rising of the 
sixties, when patriotic heroism, intrigue, plot and 
counter-plot were rife. The author, who has already 
acquired fame for her novel “Hanging Johnny,’’ will 
enhance her reputation with this outspoken tale of 
Irishmen who were ready to die for their country. 
KYLE (Sefton) “Miss X.” Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

\ sensational story of a crook called Barbara who 
kills a man and Stages suicide. When she reappears her 
husband has already married again and serious com 
plications follow. Lynn Harlingham—the good woman 

cttaces herself, and when things are Straightened out 
she says of Barbara, “I shall always hate her a little 
and love her a little.”’ 
Pertwee (Roland) A Chalk Stream Killing. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Murder and salmon fishing with a dash of synthetic 
gold forms a thriller of no mean order. Carson and his 
girl Heather are interesting personalities. 
PosseNDoRF (Hans) Camorra. Translated by 

Barbara Hallewell. Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

“Camorra” is the Story of an orphan boy who 

drifts into the ranks of the great Secret Society of 





Naples and rises to be one of its leaders. With the 

background of the old Bourbon monarchy, which in 

turn is ousted by Garibaldi and his red-shirts, the 

author gives an interesting piéture of the underworld 

of Southern Italy. 

Preepvy (George R.) The Fair Young Widow. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

\ grim tale of the late seventeenth century founded 
on an unsolved historic mystery. It concerns the 
heiress, Lady Elizabeth Percy, who was married to Sir 
Thomas Thynne, though in love with Count John 
Charles von Koenigsmark. Sir Thomas Thynne was 
murdered in Pall Mall and Koenigsmark was accused of 
his assassination. Plot and counterplot, black magic, 
madness and hanging ended at last in “the death of a 
dog, utterly.” 

Ryan (R. R.) Echo of a Curse. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Terry loved Mary, but it was the beginning of the 
Great War and she married his fascinating comrade, Vin 
Border. Vin, however, is a human freak. A bizarre 
Story of a curse which is at last dispelled, to the definite 
relief of the reader. 

ViviAN (Francis) The Three Short Men. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 
One of Francis Vivian's first-class thrillers. At 


least three men are believed to be the leader of the 
I'.S.M., and the truth is a real surprise. 


WHEELER (H. E.) Dead Men Turn Green. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Were they artificial diamonds? Why did the 
dead men turn green ? What was Goldie doing in the 
affair ? These and a few other problems are cleared up 
by Kendal Graydon and Chief-Inspeétor Munney in an 
interesting Story. 

W ricnrt (S. Fowler) Ordeal of Barata. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Two Central American republics, the daughter of 
the President of the one and the English envoy from 
the other, a bomb explosion and several other results of 
what the publisher calls the “highly inflammable 
atmosphere” are the materials from which Mr. Fowler 
Wright has woven an excellent thriller. 


JUVENILE. 


Winn (Lucie) The Magic Purse. Illus. by 
Doreen Price. Pitman. 2s. 6d. net. 

\ Story for young children, telling of how Sonny 
and Sally found a purse which contained a never-failing 
supply of sixpences, and the adventures they had in 
Fairyland before the money was brought safely home 
to aid Daddy’s recovery. 
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Library Association 
Summer School, 1939 


THe Tenth 
Librarianship, arranged by the Library Asso- 


ciation in co-operation with the University of 


Birmingham and the Birmingham Public 
Libraries Committee, will be held in Birm- 
ingham from August 14th to 26th, 1939. 

Students will reside at Chancellor’s Hall 
(a University Hall of Residence), Edgbaston, 
Birmingham. The Hall stands in extensive 
grounds, which include lawns and gardens, 
hard tennis courts, putting greens, fives courts, 
etc. All amenities at the Hall will be at the 
disposal of Students. Charges for board 
residence will be {4 16s. for the period of the 
School; {£2 1os. for one week; 9s. 6d. per 
day. The fee for instruétion will be 15s. for 
the fortnight period ; 10s. for a period of one 
week; 2s. for day course. The Scheme for 
Studies will be based on the syllabus of the 
Library Association and will include: Biblio- 
graphy and Book Seleétion; Classification ; 
Cataloguing ; Library Administration, includ- 
ing Children’s Libraries and Commercial and 
Technical Libraries ; County Libraries ; 
Special Libraries; Library Planning; Print- 
ing; Bookbinding; Palaeography and 
\rchive Science. Leétures will be held during 
the morning sessions, and demonstrations, 
practical work and visits to libraries of different 
types, book binderies, printing and process- 
printing establishments will be arranged for 
the afternoon sessions. 

Enquiries should be addressed to: 
The Honorary Secretary, Library Associa- 
tion Summer School, Reference Library, 
Birminghan, 1. 


School of Librarianship 


THE steady development of children’s libraries, 
both in municipal and county administration, 
of which evidence is forthcoming in the 


formation of the already flourishing Circle of 


Children’s Librarians and the frequent appear- 
ance of advertisements indicating new appoint- 
ments, is too well-known to need emphasis to 
readers of the Library World. 

In an attempt to meet the need for training 
in this specialized form of librarianship, a 
further course of lectures is to be given next 
term at the School of Librarianship, beginning 


Annual Summer School of 





on April 25th at two o’clock. Miss E. H. 
Colwell, a former student of the School, now 
Children’s Librarian at Hendon Public Library, 
who gave these lectures two years ago, is again 
undertaking the course. Miss Colwell will deal 
with all aspects of library work with children, 
including planning and equipment, book 
selection and the publishing of children’s books, 
classification and cataloguing and _ routine, 
le&ttures, exhibitions, bulletins, story hours, 
teaching the use of the library, co-operation 
with schools, picture colleétions and the 
influence of the film on children’s reading. 

The course will consist of eight leétures, 
including demonstrations, and the fee is Two 
Guineas, and a Registration Fee of Five 
Shillings in the case of Students not previously 
registered at University College. If sufficient 
Students enrol a prize will be offered in con- 
nection with this course. Applications for 
enrolment should be made to the Direétor, 
School of Librarianship, University College, 
London, Gower Street, W.C.1. 


London 
Reference Assistants 


\ MEETING was held at Chaucer House on 
Wednesday, February 15th, the Chair being 
taken by Mr. J. W. Perry (Paddington), who 
convened the meeting. Reference assistants 
from twenty public reference libraries in and 
near the London area were present. Several 
other libraries wrote expressing their interest 
in any results of the meeting, which they were 
unavoidably prevented from attending. 

The chairman opened the meeting by 
Stressing the need for greater co-operation 
between London reference libraries, and 
expressed the hope that this meeting would be 
the first Step towards the fulfilment of that aim, 
He called upon Mr. W. H. C. Moreton 
(Shoreditch) to give a brief account of a 
scheme at present in operation between the 
North-Eastern London boroughs. 

Mr. Moreton said that a union list (with 
locations) of directories and annuals taken and 
filed by the libraries in that area was being 
made. He considered that the compilation of 
such a list for the whole of London was the 
first task to be undertaken by Reference 
\ssistants themselves. 

In the discussion which followed, Mr. J. L’. 


Bromley (Guildhall Library) suggested utilising 





224 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


the existing machinery provided by the London 
Public Libraries Union Catalogue for perform 
ing that task. The area already covered by the 
L.U.C. could be enlarged later with the help of 
those outside the area. He proposed that a 
letter outlining these suggestions should be 
sent to the Metropolitan Boroughs’ Standing 
joint Committee (Public Libraries’ Union 
Catalogue It was agreed that this should be 
done 

\lthough the meeting was only called 
primarily for a specific purpose, there was a 
general insistence that other such meetings 
should take place regularly. In view of this, 
the proposal by Mr. J. L. Luck (Bethnal 
Green) that an association restricted to reference 
assistants should be formed was received with 
general sympathy. Discussion revealed that 
such an association was felt to be needed for 
the exchange of reference queries and difficulties, 
for the improvement of the Status of the refet 
ence assistant, and as a means of easier co-opera 
tion generally. Pro tem. officers were elected : 
Mr. ]. L. Luck (Chairman), Mr. |]. W. Perry 
(Secretary These officers were instruéted by 
the meeting to consider what form such an 
ssociation should take, whether official ot 
inofhicial. 

Other suggestions oft equal interest were 
made, but postponed until the next meeting. 

\n invitation is extended to all who are 
interested in reference library work to writ 


to Mr. Perry 


West Midlands Meeting 


BrierRLey Hix, Staffordshire, was visited by 
the Birmingham and Distriét Branch of — the 
Library Association and the Midland Division 
of the A.A.L. Seétion on Wednesday, March 
8th. [he party was divided for two very 
interesting factory visits in the afternoon, on« 
rroup going to the bacon tactory of Messrs 
Marsh and Baxter, | td., and the other to the 
rlassworks of Messrs Stuart and sons, Ltd 
rejoinced forces at the Horse Shoe Hotel, 

here tea was kindly provided by the Urban 

District Council and a hearty welcome wa 
extended by the Chairman (Councillor Hough 
nd the Vice-Chairman of the Public Library 


Lowther Mr. Il. M 


n, Birmingham, and 


ymmittee (Council 


joint Committee of the two 


responded 





The library was then visited and the evening 
proceedings opened at the Technical School 
with the Junior Meeting, at which, under the 
chairmanship of Miss M. E. Harrison (Brierley 
Hill), Mr. N. F. Eccles (Birmingham) read a 
paper on newsrooms. It cannot be claimed 
that the speaker had anything new to say on 
this somewhat threadbare subject, but his paper 
showed evidence of independent thought and 
evoked a brisk discussion in which seniors 
as well as juniors took part. 

The eleétion of three members to fill 
vacancies on the Committee of the Birmingham 
and Distriét Branch then took place, the 
successful candidates being Miss S. F. Fer- 
gusson, and Messrs. J. C. Sharp and L. White. 

It was then announced that Mr. L. White, 
Borough Librarian, Sutton Coldfield, had been 
awarded the Francis |. Thacker Scholarship 
for 1939, and Mr. White was heartily con- 
gratulated. At the same time, the Honorary 
Secretary of the Joint Committee (Mr. G. L. 
Burton) expressed regret that the number of 
entrants had been very low and asked for 
criticisms and suggestions from members who 
had not entered. 

The Library Association meeting followed, 
Mr. H. M. Cashmore taking the chair, and 
Mr. H. W. Woodward (Librarian, Brierley 
Hill) reading a paper entitled “* Everyman and 
the Library.” \fter mentioning the dis- 
paraging views on public libraries expressed 
by Dr. Johnson and certain modern writers, 
Mr. Woodward gave an interesting sketch of 
social lite and education in England from the 
17th century and described the rise of the 
mechanics’ institutes and public libraries. He 
then dealt with the modern increase in reading 
and urged the necessity for aiding readers and 
offering pers nal guidance in an effort to widen 
both the range of reading of existing borrowers 
and the circle of borrowers itself. 

\ vigorous discussion followed in which 
more than one speaker urged caution in 
thrusting personal guidance upon readers, 
many ot whom were inclined to resent such 
well-meant efforts. Thanks to Mr. W oodward 
for his paper were admirably expressed by 
Mr. C. G. Smith (Librarian, Halesowen) and 
Mr. L. White (Librarian, Sutton Coldfield). 
rhe proceedings closed with a vote of thanks 
to the Urban District Council, the Public 
Library Committee and Mr. Woodward tor 
their kindness in making arrangements for the 


mecting, 





